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The Regulation of European Union on Succession is a recently advanced 
legislation in the field of the application of laws to foreign-related succession and 
its core lies in its choice of law rules. This regulation chooses a relatively 
complete unitary system and the typical legislation model which combines 
traditional conflict rules with the doctrine of the most significant relationship in 
the general rule. Regarding to the disposition of property upon death, the 
regulation allows a person to make a limited choice of law and provides the 
validity of the choice-of-law act separately. Meanwhile, the regulation 
distinguishes the agreements as to succession from ordinary dispositions of 
property upon death and their admissibility and substantive validity would subject 
to different conflict rules. Besides, there are systematic rules on the issues of the 
appointment and powers of an administrator of the estate, commorientes, estate 
without a claimant, renvoi and the rest. Compared to the regulation, the chapter of 
succession of the Law of the People's Republic of China on Application of Laws 
to Foreign-Related Civil Relations does not adopt advanced choice-of-law 
approaches and several provisions are not so appropriate. Despite the fact that the 
social background of the regulation is different from that of China, which means 
its rules cannot be transplanted directly to China, there are still excellent 
choice-of-law approaches and legislative skills worth learning. 
The first chapter of this article introduces the legislative background and 
procedure and the main contents of the regulation. The major choice of law rules 
of the regulation will be explained, analyzed and commented in Chapter Two. The 
last chapter draws lessons from the regulation and puts forward several 
suggestions on the revision of China’s related legislation. 
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12 月 1 日《里斯本条约》的生效使欧盟替代欧共体就是其中极为关键的一步。
伴随着欧盟内部经济与政治合作的深化，欧洲的人口流动性也在加强。在 2004
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年海牙公约”）、1973 年《遗产国际管理公约》和 1989 年海牙继承公约，
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